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L AWRENCE & MARDER

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Psalm 28:7 (KJV)
The LORD is my strength and my shield;
my heart trusted in him,
and I am helped: therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth;
and with my song will I praise him.

Sunday Bible Class: 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Worship Experience: 10:00 A.M.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00 P.M.

2600 Lawrence St.
Dallas, TX 75215
church@landmcoc.org
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Unity: henotés <G1775>

Like never before in history, we hear much about unity today. But much of what we hear is not based on a
proper understanding of what #7ue unity is. Unity, for example, is not compromise or tolerance, when we throw
out all doctrine so that everyone can "get along." Neither is unity "brotherhood" or "camaraderie," which we
might find in being members of the same company, union, association, or even church denomination. Nor is
unity uniformity, where everyone walks, talks, acts, thinks, and even dresses alike.

The true nature of unity is found in the Greek henotés <G1775>, which appears, for example, in Ephesians
4:3: "Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." It basically means "unanimity and
agreement." One Greek authority, however, provides a marvelous contrast between how the Greeks, the Septu-
agint, and the NT used this word: "In Greek and Roman philosophy the unity of God and the world is demand-
ed by educated reason. In the OT [the Septuagint], the unity of God is a confession derived from experience of
God's unique reality. The decisive advance in the NT, caused by God Himself, is the basing of the unity and
uniqueness of God on the unique revelation through and in the one man Jesus Christ."

To simplify, we base unity either on reason, experience, or the person and work of Jesus Christ. Most of to-
day's so-called unity is based upon either experience ("We've all experienced the same thing, so we're in this
thing together"), or reason ("To accomplish more, we'll get rid of our doctrinal differences"). While those
sound noble, they are unscriptural. Biblical unity is this: the unanimous agreement concerning the unique reve-
lation of God through Jesus Christ. Unless we can agree on the person and work of Jesus Christ, there can be
no unity. It is as simple as that. That alone must be our foundation for unity.

Scriptures for Study: As noted yesterday, read the rest of 1 Corinthians 1:10-3:23, noting each example of

division.
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Purifying Worship

“He removed the high places, and brake the images, and cut down the groves, and brake in pieces the brazen
serpent that Moses had made; for unto those days the children of Israel did burn incense to it.” (2 Kings 18:4)

HEZEKIAH was one of the best kings of Judah. When he came to the throne, the first thing he did was to
clean up the nation’s worship practices. No improvements in a nation will be worth much if it does not
worship correctly. The spiritual health of the nation is more important than anything else. So Hezekiah set
about purifying the worship practices of the people. His efforts were directed at both where the people wor-
shiped and what the people worshiped.

Where the people worshiped. “He removed the high places.” The proper place for the Jews to worship then
was the Temple. That was where the presence of God was manifested, for the ark of covenant was located
there. God had said He would manifest His presence between the cherubims of the ark (Exodus 25:22). Wor-
shiping in high places was where the heathens worshiped and was associated with idol worship. It makes a dif-
ference where you worship. If you are worshiping in a church that is not sound in doctrine, you are worshiping
in the wrong place; and it will corrupt you. Worship in a church that honors the Word of God and the Son of
God, that proclaims salvation through Christ, and that upholds holy standards of conduct.

What the people worshiped. Hezekiah “brake the images, and cut down the groves, and brake in pieces the
brazen serpent that Moses had made; for unto those days the children of Israel did burn incense to it.” Hezeki-
ah cleaned the land of idols. His action was both forceful and fearless. It was forceful, for Hezekiah broke in
pieces the idols. Many would disapprove of such strong action. But you cannot win over evil with a timid ap-
proach. It was fearless, for idol worship was very popular then. Therefore Hezekiah had to be very courageous
in his actions. But he was not concerned about danger but about duty. He was not concerned about popularity
but about purity. Would that all our rulers were like that.


http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=G1775
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=G1775
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+4%3A3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+4%3A3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+1%3A10-3%3A23
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ki+18%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ex+25%3A22
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o Let us keep all those who have lost loved ones, and those hospitalized, in our thoughts and prayers.

e We would like to wish a happy birthday and/or anniversary to everyone who is celebrating this week.

e Attention, church family! To ensure that all announcements and print requests are processed in a timely manner,
please submit them by **Wednesday at 7:00 PM** of the preceding week to church@landmcoc.org. We under-
stand that emergencies may arise, and we will do our best to accommodate urgent requests. However, **verbal,
written, or texted announcements during the Sunday worship experience are strongly discouraged** to maintain
the flow and reverence of our service. Thank you for your cooperation and support in keeping our worship expe-
rience focused and organized!

o Ifanyone would like to assist with transportation for Crossroads/LMCC Food Distribution please see brother
Mac Fulbright.

e Lawrence and Marder 5-Year Luncheon will be at Pappadeaux Seafood Kitchen (3520 Oak Lawn Avenue, Dallas,
TX) on August 16, 2025 from 3PM-6PM. Cost is $60 per person ($12 for 12 and younger) and must be made no
later than August 3, 2025.

e LMCC Ladies Annual Mother's Day Luncheon will be today at 1 pm. It will be at Celebration Restaurant (4503
W Lovers Lane, Dallas, TX). You will be responsible for paying for your own meal.

o Citywide Lectureship: Sunday - Wednesday at the Cedar Crest Congregation. Sunday at SPM, Monday -
Wednesday at 6:45PM

o If you would like to volunteer to help with the 5-Year Congregational Dinner or the 100 Year Anniversary please
see Felton Davenport, Mac Fulbright, Reginald Osborne, George Robinson, Gary Walker.

e Sunday Morning Worship experience can be watched on the church website: www.landmcoc.org/broadcast;
Church Facebook Page and YouTube Channel. Please “Like” and “Share”.

e Children’s Worship Hour is for children Pre-K through 4th grade.

e Church Zoom Information for Adults and Youth Wednesday Night Class: Meeting ID: 915 0578 2664 Password:
859242 Call In Number: 1-346-248-7799

Continuous Announcements
e Every 2nd Sunday Marsalis Avenue host a Zoom Grief Support Meeting at 4PM (Meeting ID: 880 4065 3591,
Passcode: 411521)
e California Avenue Church of Christ in Bakersfield, CA host a Sunday Evening Spiritual Encouragement Hour
each week on Zoom at 7:30PM central time (Meeting ID: 875 1387 3553, Passcode: 1020cal#)

(Piat s e Llin g Oladire?”
I Peter 1:20 (NASB) says, “For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last
times for the sake of you.” Before God said let there be light, the plan for mankind’s salvation had already been
created by the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Before God formed man from the dust of the earth, the heavenly
trinity had already established a plan for the redemption of mankind. Before God beheld that all He created was “very
good” and decided to rest on the seventh day, the Godhead formulated a mystery that would be revealed to reunite
mankind with God. We must be thankful to God that His love for us reached back before there was an us. In knowing
this, we should follow after the WORD that was made flesh and dwelt amongst us without hesitation.  Jesus the
Christ is everything that we need (II Peter 1:2—4).

Hear the Gospel of Jesus the Christ (Romans 10:14). One must hear the glorious message that Jesus the Christ
sacrificially died for the penalty of our sin, and that he was raised from the dead by the power of God.

Believe in Jesus the Christ (Hebrews 11:6). One must believe that Jesus was more than just a man, but the
Christ.

Repent in the name of Jesus the Christ (Luke 24:46-47). Repentance is required; however, it is not said to take
away sin, but rather it produces in us a desire to be vindicated by Jesus the Christ.

Confess that Jesus the Christ is the Son of God (Acts 8:36—37). A person must be willing to make the greatest
proclamation ever known to mankind, and that is Jesus the Christ is the Son of God.

Be baptized for the remission of sins in the name of Jesus the Christ (Acts 2:38). Baptism is not a sign of
salvation, but rather a New Testament requirement for salvation. The action emulates our Lord and Savior’s
death, burial and resurrection.

Being faithful until death like Jesus the Christ (Philippians 2:4-8). If we stay faithful to God’s will, God’s word
and God’s way, we will have a home not made with hands awaiting us some day.

What is the Plan of Salvation? How do I become a Christian?
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