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L AWRENCE & MARDER

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Psalm 28:7 (KJV)
The LORD is my strength and my shield;
my heart trusted in him,
and I am helped: therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth;
and with my song will I praise him.

Sunday Bible Class: 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Worship Experience: 10:00 A.M.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00 P.M.

2600 Lawrence St.
Dallas, TX 75215
church@landmcoc.org
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Power: dunamis <G1411>

Returning to the word dunamis <G1411>, which we examined on February 28, Ephesians 3:20 is another verse
that stands out as one of the most descriptive in all of God's Word concerning His power: "Now unto him that
is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us."

The first truth we should notice here is that God "is able." Scripture several times declares what God is able to
do. With the threat of being cast into the furnace for not bowing to worship Nebuchadnezzar, Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego humbly responded, "If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the
burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king" (Dan. 3:17). (See today's "Scriptures
for Study" for other instances.)

Because He is able, God can do "exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think." "Exceeding abundant-
ly" is an amazing expression. It is a very rare double compound, huperekperissou. The prefix hyper means
"over, beyond, or above," the primary preposition ek means "out of or from," and the root perissos means
"over and above, more than enough." It wasn't enough for Paul to say that God can do more than enough, but
he wanted to say that He can do above and beyond more than enough. What a paradox! How can one do more
than more than enough?

But even that is not all, for Paul adds "above" (huper). The full thought then is: Not only can God do more
than enough, and above and beyond more than enough, but even more than above and beyond more than
enough. In short, God can do infinitely more than what any of us can "ask" or even "think" about asking.

All that is still inadequate, however, to describe the power of God. Martyn Lloyd-Jones said it well: "Our
greatest superlatives do not describe the power of God. Add one to another, multiply them, and add them to-
gether, and multiply again, and go on doing so 'beyond all things,' exceedingly abundantly above all things,
and still you have not succeeded in describing it." And let us be reminded, this is the same power "that wor-
keth in us."

Scriptures for Study: Read the following verses, noting in each what God is able to do: Matthew 10:28; 2
Corinthians 9:8; Philippians 3:10; Hebrews 7:25; Jude 24.

EMnister's EMnudtes

Handling Temptation
Luke 4:4—And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written...

1 John 2:16 tells us "For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life, is not of the Father, but is of the world." The lust of the eye deals with getting; the lust of the flesh deals
with doing; the pride of life deals with being. Doing, getting, and being are the three ways the devil tempts all
of us. So he caught Jesus at what he thought was his weakest moment, when he was hungry. Jesus had fasted
and prayed 40 days and 40 nights. Fasting backs you up from the physical table so you can be connected with
the heavenly table. Satan said, If thou be the Son of God command that these stones be made bread." Jesus re-
sponded, Man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God." If Jesus
needed bread he certainly wouldn't have gotten it from Satan. Anything you get from the devil is costly. Nor
would Jesus alter what God had originally designed. If God made stones, he intended for stones to remain
stones.

Now the devil is never satisfied at making one attempt. Then the devil took him up into a high mountain and
showed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment's time and offered them to Jesus if he would only
bow. But Jesus told him there was only one person for Him to worship and that's the true and living God. So
the devil brought him to Jerusalem and set him on a pinnacle of the temple saying, If thou be the Son of God
cast yourself down." Let it get out all over town that you are a super Jesus. Jesus quoted the word, "Thou shall
not tempt the Lord thy God." Jesus had disciplined himself through fasting and prayer and filled himself with
the Word of God. Jesus handled temptation superbly.
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o Let us keep all those who have lost loved ones in our thoughts and prayers.

e We would like to wish a happy birthday and/or anniversary to everyone who is celebrating this week.

o Ifanyone would like to assist with transportation for Crossroads/LMCC Food Distribution please see brother
Mac Fulbright.

o If you would like to volunteer to help with the 5-Year Congregational Dinner or the 100 Year Anniversary please
see Felton Davenport, Mac Fulbright, Reginald Osborne, George Robinson, Gary Walker.

e Sunday Morning Worship experience can be watched on the church website: www.landmcoc.org/broadcast;
Church Facebook Page and YouTube Channel. Please “Like” and “Share”.

e Children’s Worship Hour is for children Pre-K through 2nd grade.

e Church Zoom Information for Adults and Youth Wednesday Night Class: Meeting ID: 915 0578 2664 Password:
859242 Call In Number: 1-346-248-7799

Continuous Announcements
e Every 2nd Sunday Marsalis Avenue host a Zoom Grief Support Meeting at 4PM (Meeting ID: 880 4065 3591,
Passcode: 411521)
e California Avenue Church of Christ in Bakersfield, CA host a Sunday Evening Spiritual Encouragement Hour
each week on Zoom at 7:30PM central time (Meeting ID: 875 1387 3553, Passcode: 1020cal#)
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I Peter 1:20 (NASB) says, “For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last
times for the sake of you.” Before God said let there be light, the plan for mankind’s salvation had already been
created by the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Before God formed man from the dust of the earth, the heavenly
trinity had already established a plan for the redemption of mankind. Before God beheld that all He created was “very
good” and decided to rest on the seventh day, the Godhead formulated a mystery that would be revealed to reunite
mankind with God. We must be thankful to God that His love for us reached back before there was an us. In knowing
this, we should follow after the WORD that was made flesh and dwelt amongst us without hesitation.  Jesus the
Christ is everything that we need (II Peter 1:2—4).

Hear the Gospel of Jesus the Christ (Romans 10:14). One must hear the glorious message that Jesus the Christ
sacrificially died for the penalty of our sin, and that he was raised from the dead by the power of God.

Believe in Jesus the Christ (Hebrews 11:6). One must believe that Jesus was more than just a man, but the
Christ.

Repent in the name of Jesus the Christ (Luke 24:46-47). Repentance is required; however, it is not said to take

away sin, but rather it produces in us a desire to be vindicated by Jesus the Christ.

Confess that Jesus the Christ is the Son of God (Acts 8:36-37). A person must be willing to make the greatest
proclamation ever known to mankind, and that is Jesus the Christ is the Son of God.

Be baptized for the remission of sins in the name of Jesus the Christ (Acts 2:38). Baptism is not a sign of
salvation, but rather a New Testament requirement for salvation. The action emulates our Lord and Savior’s
death, burial and resurrection.

Being faithful until death like Jesus the Christ (Philippians 2:4-8). If we stay faithful to God’s will, God’s word
and God’s way, we will have a home not made with hands awaiting us some day.

What is the Plan of Salvation? How do I become a Christian?
The Answer: JESUS the CHRIST
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