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Psalm 28:7 (KJV)  

The LORD is my strength and my shield; 

my heart trusted in him, 

and I am helped: therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; 

and with my song will I praise him.  

 

Sunday Bible Class: 9:00 A.M. 

Sunday Worship Experience: 10:00 A.M. 

Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00 P.M. 
 

 

2600 Lawrence St. 

Dallas, TX 75215 

church@landmcoc.org 



Word of Week 
Blessed: makarios <G3107> 

 
There are two words commonly translated blessed in the Greek NT. One such word is makarios <G3107>, 
which appears some forty-nine times, and which our Lord used nine times in the Beatitudes (Matt. 5:3-11). 
Many preachers and teachers come to this word, say it means "happy," and then just move on. But this word 
means much more. The word happy, in fact, comes from the Middle English hap, which in turn comes from 
the Old Norse happ, meaning "good luck." 
 
First, makarios speaks of "contentedness." The idea is an inward contentedness that is not affected by circum-
stances. This is indeed the kind of happiness and contentedness that God desires for His children—a state of 
joy and wellbeing that does not depend upon physical, temporary circumstances (cf. Phil. 4:11-13). This cer-
tainly deepens the meaning of our Lord's words, "It is more blessed to give than to receive" (Acts 20:35). 
 
Second, makarios goes even deeper, as Greek scholar Spiros Zodhiates points out, to refer to "possessing the 
favor of God, that state of being marked by fullness from God." As Romans 4:7-8 declares, "Blessed are they 
whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not im-
pute sin." What contentedness and fullness that is! 
 
Third, deeper still, one who is blessed is "one who becomes partaker of God's nature through faith in 
Christ" (see 2 Pet. 1:4). Zodhiates again offers, "To be makarios, blessed, is equivalent to having God's King-
dom within one's heart." Finally he adds, "Makarios is the one who is in the world yet independent of the 
world. His satisfaction comes from God and not from favorable circumstances." Understanding this wonderful 
word enables us to read the Beatitudes, and many other verses, with a whole new understanding. How all this 
transcends mere happiness! In the next two days, we'll examine two related words: hope and joy. 
 
Scriptures for Study: In Titus 2:13, what is the " contented"  hope for which the believer is looking? In 
James 1:12 and 25, what two things bring "contentedness"? 

 
 

Minister’s Minutes 
The Divine Washing Machine 

Revelation 1:5 
...Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood. 

 
He washed us. I like that because some scholars and theologians say that the word should not be translated 
'washed' but 'loosed'. Loosed implies that we were in chains. But by saying washed, it meant we were in stain. 
Now a lot people can be in chains and get loose and still act like they're in chains. Have you ever wondered 
how elephants are trained? The trainer takes an elephant while he is young and still a small creature. He gets a 
rope or chain and ties around his leg and puts a stake in the ground. The elephant stands there pulling on the 
stake, just pulling trying to get a loose. But because he's weak, he can't pull it up from the ground. But after he 
gets of age, the stake and chain are taken away and just a little rope is wrapped around his leg and just thrown 
around the stake. If the elephant wanted to, he could break away any time he got ready. But mentally, he thinks 
he's still chained. And so he just stands there, wobbling from one side to the other wondering, hoping he can 
get a loose. When he's really all ready loosed. And that's what happens sometimes when people have been in 
chains. You are a loosed, but you think you're still in chains. And so when you think you're in chains, you'll act 
like you're in chains, because the scar moves from the outside to the inside. It's a mental scar. 
 
Being washed means the stain has been taken away. Nobody can de-stain us like the Lord. He gave His blood 
in place of my sins-His blood. My sins—out; his blood—in. The blood of Jesus is so powerful that it can get 
the stain out. As a matter of fact, the Lord used what you might call a divine washing machine. He takes that 
washing machine and once he places you in the divine washing machine, when you come out you're whiter 
than snow. You are washed and free of stains and chains. 
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Announcements 

 Let us keep all those who have lost loved ones in our thoughts and prayers.  

 We would like to wish a happy birthday and/or anniversary to everyone who is celebrating this week. 

 If anyone would like to assist  with transportation for Crossroads/LMCC Food Distribution please see brother 
Mac Fulbright.  

 There will be a brief meeting after service today for those interested in joining the L&M chorus.  

 Mental health and First Aid Class will be held here on Saturday, January 18, 2025, from 9AM-5PM. To register 

you can sign up on the table in the foyer, or email nellyicuenca@gmail.com or call 469.540.4764 and speak with 

Nelly Cuenca. 

 Southern Hill congregation will be hosting their Ladies Day Symposium on January 25, 2025 from 8:30AM –

12:00PM. RSVP at samartin1516@gmail.com 
 Minister Ramón Hodridge will be speaking Wednesday night, January 29, 2025 at 6:45PM, at the Singing Hill 

Congregation for their Winning Wednesday night of praise.  

 If you would like to volunteer to help with the 5-Year Congregational Dinner or the 100 Year Anniversary please 

see Felton Davenport, Mac Fulbright, Reginald Osborne, George Robinson, Gary Walker. 

 Sunday Morning Worship experience can be watched on the church website: www.landmcoc.org/broadcast; 

Church Facebook Page and YouTube Channel. Please “Like” and “Share”. 
 Children’s Worship Hour is for children Pre-K through 2nd grade.  

 Church Zoom Information for Adults and Youth Wednesday Night Class: Meeting ID: 915 0578 2664 Password: 

859242   Call In Number: 1-346-248-7799 
 

 

Continuous Announcements 

 Every 2nd Sunday Marsalis Avenue host a Zoom Grief Support Meeting at 4PM (Meeting ID: 880 4065 3591, 

Passcode: 411521) 
 California Avenue Church of Christ in Bakersfield, CA host a Sunday Evening Spiritual Encouragement Hour 

each week on Zoom at 7:30PM central time (Meeting ID: 875 1387 3553, Passcode: 1020cal#) 
 

What is the Plan of Salvation? 
I Peter 1:20 (NASB) says, “For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last 

times for the sake of you.” Before God said let there be light, the plan for mankind’s salvation had already been                   
created by the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Before God formed man from the dust of the earth, the heavenly 

trinity had already established a plan for the redemption of mankind. Before God beheld that all He created was “very 

good” and decided to rest on the seventh day, the Godhead formulated a mystery that would be revealed to reunite 

mankind with God. We must be thankful to God that His love for us reached back before there was an us. In knowing 

this, we should follow after the WORD that was made flesh and dwelt amongst us without hesitation.     Jesus the 

Christ is everything that we need (II Peter 1:2–4). 
 

Hear the Gospel of Jesus the Christ (Romans 10:14). One must hear  the glor ious message that Jesus the Chr ist 

sacrificially died for the penalty of our sin, and that he was raised from the dead by the power of God. 

Believe in Jesus the Christ (Hebrews 11:6). One must believe that Jesus was more than just a man, but the 

Christ.  

Repent in the name of Jesus the Christ (Luke 24:46–47). Repentance is required; however, it is not said to take 

away sin, but rather it produces in us a desire to be vindicated by Jesus the Christ. 

Confess that Jesus the Christ is the Son of God (Acts 8:36–37). A person must be willing to make the  greatest 
proclamation ever known to mankind, and that is Jesus the Christ is the Son of God.  

Be baptized for the remission of sins in the name of Jesus the Christ (Acts 2:38). Baptism is not a sign of                

salvation, but rather a New Testament requirement for salvation. The action emulates our Lord and Savior’s 

death, burial and resurrection.  

Being faithful until death like Jesus the Christ (Philippians 2:4–8). If we stay faithful to God’s will, God’s word 

and God’s way, we will have a home not made with hands awaiting us some day. 
 

What is the Plan of Salvation? How do I become a Christian? 

The Answer: JESUS the CHRIST 



Sermon Notes for January 12, 2025 

Speaker:   Bro. Ramón Hodridge 

Text:  Colossians 2:6-7            

Title:    Firmly Rooted in Christ           

Notes:              
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